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Waterborne pathogens



New waterbodies 
in 2022
● Burt Spring Pond
● East Canyon Reservoir (Big 

Rock Campground area)
● Willis Creek

Photo: East Canyon



Waterborne 
pathogens
● No guidance modifications 

anticipated in 2023
● Still under development: EPA 

Recreational Water Quality 
Criteria for Coliphage

● Technology to explore: qPCR 
for rapid E. coli enumeration

Photo: Blackridge Pond
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Harmful algal blooms



New waterbodies 
in 2022
● Baker Reservoir
● Bountiful Pond
● Clinton Pond
● Green River
● Highland Glen Pond
● Willard Bay
● Willard Pond
● Kolob Reservoir
● Steinaker Reservoir
● Calf Creek

Photo: Highland Glen Pond



Harmful algal 
blooms
● Adopt EPA microcystin and 

cylindrospermopsin standards 
into rule
○ Released in 2019
○ Current part of guidance
○ 8 ppb microcystins
○ 15 ppb cylindrospermopsin

Photo: Panguitch Lake



Harmful algal 
blooms
● Addition of guidance for saxitoxin

○ Trace amounts detected in 
East Canyon, Pinecreek, & 
Deer Creek in 2022

○ Guideline in other states
○ Upcoming lit review

Photo: Deer Creek



Harmful algal 
blooms
● Custom monitoring 

methodology for benthic blooms
○ Identified in 6 new 

recreational rivers in 2022
○ Planktonic sampling 

methods don’t work
○ Collaborating with EPA on 

sampling study



Harmful algal 
blooms
● Animal specific guidance

○ Several states have 
developed a unique value 
for pets/livestock

○ Would trigger alert 
shared with 
UDAF/municipality

○ Would this be helpful?



Contact
hbonner@utah.gov
385-258-6057

Photo: East Canyon


